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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 October 2009 . 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 13-18, 20-27 and 29-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 13 and 22, the recited amino acids do not contain an alkyl group A and, 
as such, do not further define the amino acids per the base claim. 

In claims 14 and 23, line 3, "a" has been omitted before "dissolution step". 

In is unclear if or how claims 16-18 and 29-31 further define the polymerization 
by casting per claim 15. 

In claims 16 and 25, line 8, it is unclear what the confusing language "transferring 
in a preheated mold" relates to. 

In claims 17 and 26, line 4, it is unclear what the confusing language "contents in 
the first reactor" relates to. 

In is unclear if or how claims 24-27 and 32-34 further define the polymerization 
by casting per claim 23. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants' arguments filed October 20, 2009 have been fully considered to the 
extent that the rejection based on Horn et al has been withdrawn. 

Aliowabie Subject Matter 

3. Claims 11, 12, 19, 20, 21 and 28 are allowed. 
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4. Claims 13-18, 22-27 and 29-34 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ana L. Woodward whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 1082. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James J. Seidleck can be reached on (571) 272-1078. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ana L. Woodward/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1796 



